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Circular No. LG 21/2013
Dear Sir/Madam
COUNCILLORS’ ALLOWANCES

The Department has now determined new maximum rates of allowances, payable under
the Local Government (Payments to Councillors) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012.

The Councillors’ Remuneration Working Group, in its report of June 2006, recommended
that the increase in councillors’ allowances should be in line with the annual increase in the
pay of local government officers. At that time, it had been anticipated that an independent
remuneration panel would have been in place by April 2009 and that any further review of
rates of councillors’ allowances, post 2009, would be a matter for that panel. As you will be
aware the Remuneration Panel was not appointed until 1 May 2013 with a remit to
determine a system and level of allowances that will fairly reflect the roles and
responsibilities that councillors will take on as members of the newly formed 11 councils in
April 2015 and to advise on the allowances to be paid to councillors during the shadow
period commencing 2014.

The Northern Ireland Joint Council for Local Government Services has advised -us that
agreement has now been reached on the pay increase of 1% for local government officers
with effect from 1 April 2013 and Mr Mark H Durkan, Minister of the Environment, has



agreed that an increase of 1% should be applied to councillors’ allowances, with effect from
1 April 2013.

These determinations do not affect the separate allowance for membership of Statutory
Transition Committees (STCs) which was detailed in Circular LG 18/2013. Regulation 11 of
the Local Government (Statutory Transition Commitiee) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
2013 provided for allowances to be paid to councillors who are also members of the STCs.
The STC allowance should not exceed £2,700 per annum.

A copy of the formal determinations detailing the rates for the Basic Allowance and the
Special Responsibility Allowance are attached, these are effective from 1 April 2013.

Yours sincerely




LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2011

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PAYMENTS TO COUNCILLORS) REGULATIONS
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 2012

DETERMINATION OF MAXIMUM RATE OF BASIC ALLOWANCE
The Department of the Environment, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 31 of the Local
Government Finance Act (Northern Ireland) 2011(a), hereby determines that, with effect from 1
April 2013, the maximum amount of basic allowance payable under the Local Government

(Payments to Councillors) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012(b), shall not exceed £9,835 per
councillor per annum.

Dated this 30T~ day of AUsLST 2013.

A senior officer of the Department of the Environment

(a) 2011 c. 10 (N.D)
(b) S.R.2012 No.85



LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2011

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PAYMENTS TO COUNCILLORS) REGULATIONS
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 2012

DETERMINATION OF MAXIMUM RATES OF SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY

ALLOWANCE

The Department of the Environment, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 31 of the Local
Government Finance Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 (a), hereby determines that, with effect from 1
April 2013, the maximum amounts of special responsibility allowance payable under the Local

Government (Payments to Councillors) Regulations
the amounts specified in the following table:-

(Northern Ireland) 2012(b), shall not exceed

A DISTRICT COUNCIL WITH A

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE IN

MAXIMUM RATE PAYABLE TO

POPULATION A FINANCIAL YEAR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)

200,000 or more £82,820 One-fifth of the amount in
Column 2

100,000 - 199,999 (inclusive) £62,115 One-fifth of the amount in
: . Column 2

50,000 - 99,999 (inclusive) £31,058 One-tifih of the amount in
Column 2

Less than 50,000 £20.,705 One-fifth of the amount in

Column 2

Dated this 2P day of AUEUT013.

A senior officer of the Department of the Environment

(a) 2011 c.10(N.D
(b) S.R.2012 No. 85




